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Design Statement for 7 Peaks House, Silverthorne Colorado 
 
 
 

The goal of the design is to create a backdrop for living that fosters a strong connection with the 
surrounding natural environment. The design seeks to accomplish this goal through layout, 

orientation, and architectural detailing. 
 
  



Layout: 
 

The design is based around a 
series of rooms that hold the most 
important functions of a home. The 
rooms are placed on the site in such a 
way that each takes full advantage of 
the view and other site features. The 
size of the seven rooms varies in 
order to fit their function. Each room 
has a simple gable roof and a vaulted 
ceiling to keep the design clear and 
direct while respecting the 
architectural vernacular. To further 
accentuate these rooms, they are 
wrapped in natural wood siding1 that 
continues into the interior spaces 
created between the rooms. 

These spaces fill the other 
functions of the home while also 
acting as an “in-between” space from 
the indoors to the out. This is 
accomplished by having a feeling of being outdoors through large expanses of glass and tile that 
continue to the exterior. It is especially true of the entry space with its wall of windows connecting the 
kitchen and dining rooms, which allow an unobstructed view of Buffalo Mountain, Red Mountain, 
Thorne Peak and Salmon Peak.  
 
 
 
Orientation: 

The homes atypical layout is a response to the three major view corridors offered by the home site. 
With 30 and 35 degree separation between the three picturesque mountain views (see room 
orientation graphic below), the site demanded more from a design than a traditional layout. 

The home takes its form through the careful placement of program specific rooms oriented on the 
site to fully take advantage of the three primary view corridors. By approaching the design in this 
manner, it was possible to be very selective and precise with the placement of the “rooms,” enabling 
the home to make strong connections to the surrounding landscape through its orientation. This 
connectivity achieved through the use of defined views would be sacrificed if only 90 degree 
connections were used.  Instead, this home is acutely aware of distant view corridors and is willing to 
use atypical building angles to capitalize on them.  

Although the location offers a continuous panoramic mountain view for roughly 120 degrees, the 
view naturally categorizes itself into three distinct views based on mountain peaks: 

                                                             
1 Clear grade cedar siding – Roughly 8” wide boards – Horizontally placed 

Main floor plan showing five of the seven primary rooms. The two additional 
rooms are located on the upper level.



 
360 Degree Panoramic View 

 
 

 
 

120 Degree Panoramic Mountain View 

 
 

 
 
 

 
                    View 1           View 2         View 3 
 
View 1: Peak One acts as the focal point. Most of ten mile range can be seen to its left and Copper 
Mountain’s Jaques Peak can be seen to the right. This view has the best depth with the view extending 
to Mount Helen and Peak 10 on the opposite end of the ten mile range. 
View 2: Direct view of Buffalo Mountain and valley to North 
View 3: Collection of three peaks: Red mountain, Thorne Peak, and Salmon Peak 



 

Room Orientation Diagram 

 
 
Each of the seven rooms of the home are oriented at one of these three primary views to guarantee 
that from anywhere in the home the inhabitants will be able to visually connect to the surrounding 
landscape. 
 

Room View 

Kitchen Buffalo Mountain 

Living Three Peaks 

Dining Peak One and Copper Mountain 

Entry Buffalo Mountain 

Master Suite Three Peaks 

Guest Suite Three Peaks 

Office Peak One and Copper Mountain 

 
In addition to the home’s orientation towards the distant views, the home’s form creates a courtyard 
space at the entry. This gives a more immediate and palpable view to the picturesque landscape. With 
a water feature as its core it creates both visual and audible interest that pulls attention towards the 
landscape from inside the home. The water feature flows towards the living room and is easily viewed 
through floor to ceiling windows before it collects in a small pond and then flows under the entry 
bridge. 
 



 
 

Architectural Detailing: 
 
Many details throughout the home are direct attempts to create a strong connection between the 
interior and exterior. The goal is to encourage a constant interaction between the two conditions and 
an inherent, greater awareness of the surrounding natural landscape from the interior.  
 
Extended forms: 
Upon entering the home your attention is directed out to the view of Buffalo Mountain through the 
floor to ceiling wall of windows that connects the kitchen and living room. This connection is reinforced 
by the extension of a stone wall from the interior, where it acts as a railing and wall for the stairs to the 
lower level, to the exterior through the wall of windows. The main level floor also extends to the 
exterior of the house at this location to further help blur the boundary between inside and out. 
 
Material Use:  
Natural materials, like stone and wood, are used throughout the design to create a direct connection 
to the natural environment while also blending the home into its surroundings. The most effective 
material used to connect the home to the natural surroundings is the green roof. This allows the 
natural vegetation of the hillside to flow directly onto the roof of the garage and continue over much 
of the home.  
 
Living room extension: 
The living room is unique in that it does not use the extents of the defined room that contains it as 
entirely interior space. Instead of the transition from interior to exterior occurring at the room’s edge 
in the typical manner, a wall of mostly glass is placed 6 feet within the room to separate the two 
conditions. By pulling the transition from interior to exterior back a 6 foot x 18 foot area is formed as a 
large threshold space between inside and out. This detail is further accentuated by the use of a 6 panel 
Nana Wall that can be folded away to completely remove the division from inside to out. 
 
Green roofs:  
The roofs over the spaces that connect the seven rooms of the home are green roofs that not only add 
to the homes aesthetic appeal, but also increase its energy efficiency and longevity. More importantly, 
they help connect the home to the surrounding landscape by literally allowing the natural landscape to 
flow unto and across the home. 
 
Outdoor rooms: 
Outdoor living and dining rooms are integrated into the design of the home to create quality outdoor 
space that functions well with the flow of the home. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Statistics: 
 
5 Bedrooms 
4 ½ Baths 

 

• 5,031 finished square feet 

• 853 square foot garage 

• 5,951 Gross square footage 

• 1,201 square feet of decks and patios 

• 1,367 square feet of green roofs 
 

Room Dimensions: 
Living: 18’ x 20’ 
Outdoor Living: 14’ x 18’ 
Kitchen: 18’ x 18’ 
Pantry: 6’ x 9’ 
Dining: 12’ x 18’ 
Outdoor Dining: 11’ x 18’ 
Garage: 36’ x 24’ 
Master Bedroom: 16’ x 18’ 
Master Bath: 24’ x 9’ 
Master Closet: 16.5’ x 8.5’ 
 

 
Library: 12’ x 12’ 
Office: 12’ x 14’ 
Deck off Office: 14’ x 5’  
Guest Bedroom #1: 11’ x 15’ 
Guest Bedrooms #2, #3: 12’ x 13.5’ 
Guest Bedroom #4 (Bunk room): 15’ x 15’ 
Guest Bathrooms: #1,2,3: 5’ x 12’ 
Laundry/Mudroom: 11.5’ x 10’ 
Family: 17’ x 16’ 
Bar: 13’ x 13’ 
Courtyard: 24’ x 30’

 
*Room sizes are for estimation purposes only; many rooms are not perfect rectangles 
 
 
 


